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by becoming the followers of Christ, of which the only
adequate explanation is that they hava come under the
power of an all-controlling faith, of the faith which gives
the victory over self, the world, and the devil. Persons
more established in the faith of Christ than some of
these are, more thoroughly assured that He is the Son of
God and the Saviour of the world, I have never met
In these churches there are degrees of * culture and social
standing, till we come to unlettered persons in the
humblest rank of life, some of whom are, I doubt not,
as genuine Christians and as devoted to the Saviour
as their brethren of higher social standing and larger
mental attainment.
I now proceed to speak of the native Christians of
Northern India, with whom for many years I have been
closely associated, and of whom I can speak with a
measure of confidence.
In the North-Western Provinces, as in other parts of
India, we have different classes that go under the name
of native Christians. Most drummers of native regi-
ments have been Christians, in the sense that they
have been baptized persons. Many are descendants of
Portuguese, who have gradually become mixed with the
lower classes of natives, and cannot, except by dress,
be distinguished from them, their hue being often darker
than that of the people* These Portuguese descendants
are numerous all over India, in the South very numerous,
and hold very different positions in society, but those I
have known in the North have been mainly of the
drummer cla*^ To these have been added a considerable
number of natives, the waifs of native society, who
have attached themselves to European regiments as
camp-followers, not a few of whom have so separated